Gerald "Jerry" M. Chancellor

October 31, 1944 - June 5, 2021

Gerald M. “Jerry” Chancellor aged 76 of Fountain passed away unexpectedly
on Saturday, June 5, 2021 at his home. Jerry, the son of Moran E. and Bertha
A. (Schoenherr) Chancellor, was born in Ludington on October 31, 1944. He
graduated from Mason County Eastern High School with the class of 1963. He
attended Northwestern Michigan College in Traverse City. Uncle Sam said he
was needed, and he joined the Army in 1965 serving in Fairbanks, Alaska. He
always valued education and continued learning throughout his life by
attending courses at the University of Alaska, Mid-Michigan Community
College in Harrison, West Shore Community College, and the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

On July 16, 1966, while on leave from the Army, he married his best friend
Shirley A. Johnson. This year would have marked their 55th anniversary.

Jerry worked as a cable splicer and installer for General Telephone Company
for 33 years. After retiring from the phone company, he worked security at
Packaging Corporation of America for several years.

Jerry served the community of Fountain in any way he possibly could and was
one of their greatest advocates. He was a member of numerous
organizations, often serving in leadership roles. He was Past-President of the
Fountain Action Youth Recreation, Little League Coach, and Cub Master for



the Cub Scouts. He was a player and coach for the infamous Fountain
Merchants Slow Pitch Softball team. He was currently serving on the village
council as a trustee as he had done for many years. Jerry was one of the
driving forces behind the construction of the Fountain Heritage Park and could
often be seen working at the site. If an event were held in Fountain, chances
are you would see Jerry involved in it.

Jerry was probably best known for his service on the Fountain Area Fire
Department. He was a member for 58 years and served as Fire Chief for over
19 years. He was instrumental in building the current fire station. Jerry did not
limit his service to Mason County but served the entire state. He was on the
Michigan State Firefighters Association Board and was elected president in
1999-2000. As a past-president, he remained involved in the MSFA. Jerry also
served as one of Michigan’s representatives to the National Volunteer Fire
Council for several years. After the tragic loss of Trooper Paul Butterfield,
Jerry and Shirley organized the annual Memorial Service for Paul.

Jerry was an avid race fan and enjoyed watching and attending races. In his
younger days, he raced at several area dirt tracks. He took great pride in
restoring his 1953 Chevy Bel Air into an unofficial Fire Chief car. He loved
hunting and looked forward to going to deer camp every year. He loved fishing
as well, especially with his grandkids. He liked Motown and Johnny Cash.
Jerry had a great love of life and enjoyed teasing, joking, and playing pranks!

In his last years, he developed Parkinson’s disease which affected his
mobility. This did not stop him from being active. He served as president of the
Mason-Lake Parkinson’s Support Group and attended numerous conferences.
One of his last accomplishments was creating a Retired Fire Chief’s Club
which is meeting monthly.

Jerry was a member of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Scottville. He also



attended non-denominational Christian services in Fountain. He had a
personal relationship with Christ.

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents and his sister Yolanda Vest.

Jerry will be greatly missed by his wife Shirley; their children Richard
(Shannon) Chancellor currently serving with the Air National Guard in West
Virginia, Andrea (Jim) Herrema of Fountain, and Ryan Chancellor (Laura
Hash) of Alexandria, Virginia; his grandchildren Kyle, Kevin, and Jacob
Herrema, Destiny and Curtis Chancellor; his brothers-in-law John Vest of
Fountain, Richard Johnson of Rialto, CA, Joseph Kuncaitis of Williamsburg,
and Robert (MaryAnn) Kuncaitis of Lansing; his sisters-in-law Kathy
MacDougall, Betty (Bill) Zweigle, Pat (Mike) Kuncaitis-Newman all of Branch,
and Teresa Gustafson of Sheridan, WY; along with numerous nieces,
nephews, great friends, and firefighters throughout Fountain, Mason County,
and around the State of Michigan.

A Funeral Ceremony with full Firefighter Honor Detail will take place at 2:00
pm on Saturday, June 12 at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Scottville with Rev.
John Hansen officiating along with family friend Pastor Keith Foisy. Burial will
follow with military and firefighter honors at Fountain Cemetery. Friends may
meet with Jerry’s family on Friday evening from 5:00 — 8:00 pm at Wyman
Funeral & Cremation Services in Scottville and on Saturday afternoon from
1:00 pm until time of services at Our Savior Lutheran Church. Those who wish
to remember Jerry with a memorial donation are asked to please consider
Fountain Area Fire Department or Fountain Chamber of Commerce Pole
Banner Fund.



Cemetery Details

Fountain Cemetery

3200 East Fountain Road
Fountain, Ml 49410

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 11. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Wyman Funeral & Cremation Services - Stephens Funeral Home
305 E. State St.

Scottville, Ml 49454

(231) 757-3333

wyman-stephens@sbcglobal.net
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com

Visitation

JUN 12. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
765 West US Highway 10
Scottville, Ml 49454


mailto:wyman-stephens@sbcglobal.net
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/

Funeral Ceremony

JUN 12. 2:00 PM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
765 West US Highway 10
Scottville, Ml 49454



Tribute Wall

Wyman Funeral & Cremation Services created a Tribute Video in
memory of Gerald "Jerry" M. Chancellor

Wyman Funeral & Cremation Services - June 10, 2021 at 10:15 PM

We didn’t know Jerry long or well but he was always very friendly
when we saw him and Shirley out and about. He was always willing
to help on any function for his community and was an important part
of Fountain. | know he will leave a large gape in the hearts of this
area. Thanks for being you Jerry @

Tim and Alys Thompson

Alys Thompson - June 13, 2021 at 09:11 AM



Shirley & Family:

I am sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. Another Pillar of Fountain is
gone.

My favorite memory of Jerry was from about 10 or so years ago at
the Horse Pull. | was standing in front of the Fire Barn talking to
Jerry with all of the usual high numbers of people in town for that
day milling about, and Jerry made a good natured comment on how
the Horse Pull brought so many tourist to town. | chucked and
pushed back a bit on being referred to a tourist in my home town
even though | had not live there in a number of years. Jerry then
turned to me and said "Your not a tourist, just a displaced native!" |
have always appreciated that sentiment.

Jerry will be missed.

Dan Fenner
A Displaced Native Living in Grand Rapids.

Dan Fenner - June 11, 2021 at 11:05 AM
The Rogers Family purchased the Healing Tears

- Yellow and White for the family of Gerald "Jerry'
M. Chancellor.

The Rogers Family - June 11, 2021 at 07:53 AM


https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4282&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4282&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4282&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Love The MacDougall Families purchased the Cl
assic Fireside Sympathy Basket for the family of
Gerald "Jerry" M. Chancellor.

Love The MacDougall Families - June 10, 2021 at 05:36 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" M.
Chancellor.

June 10, 2021 at 09:47 AM

Red & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" M.
Chancellor.

June 09, 2021 at 07:24 AM


https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3036&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3036&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3036&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=632&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=632&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

We first met Jerry, Shirley and "gang" back in the "Golden Days " of
the

MI State Firefighters Convention. After one evening of attending a
very impromptu

"water safety seminar" at the Hotel pool, we all became family.
Family indeed is how Jerry treated us. We will always remember the
conventions, trips to visit, time camping in Jerry's backyard and
canoeing down the river.

We will always cherish the visits we received from Jerry and Shirley
down state.

Jerry was a true professional and the community of Fountain was
lucky to have him.

Your Friends from the
Lawton Fire Department

Lawton Fire Dept. - June 08, 2021 at 10:19 PM

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the
family of Gerald "Jerry" M. Chancellor.

June 08, 2021 at 05:14 PM

Muilticolor Bright Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Gerald "Jerry" M.
Chancellor.

June 08, 2021 at 12:14 PM


https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=694&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=694&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jerry will always be my Chief. He always had a calm approach to
everything he did and it resonated through the department. Full of
Jokes and a light hearted humor he led us to become better
professionals in our service to the community. A true inspiration has
been lost but will never be forgotten. Rest easy Chief, we will take it
from here.

Jeremy Goble - June 08, 2021 at 09:51 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jeremy Goble - June 08, 2021 at 09:44 AM



