
Ivan James Anthony
September 4, 1937 - June 17, 2024

Ivan James Anthony age 86 of Ludington passed away on Monday, June 17,
2024. Ivan was born on September 4, 1937 in Eden Township, the son of
Ernest and Matilda (Terryn) Anthony and graduated from Scottville High
School with the class of 1955. Having grown up on a farm, Ivan was very
involved with 4-H throughout his childhood. It made such an impact on him
that at age 18 he became a 4-H leader because he wanted his brother to have
the same experience. Ivan remained involved in 4-H his entire life, serving as
a district leader and on the Michigan State council, was leader of the Summit
Woodchoppers Club, and was inducted into the Emerald Clover Society with
the inaugural class of 2002. 

 

Ivan met the love of his life, Betty Morell in his high school class in Scottville
and they were married on October 22, 1960 at Bethany Lutheran Church in
Ludington, celebrating 63 wonderful years together. She provided a constant
source of support for him, joining him every year at the fair, making countless
test decks for elections and later, after his retirement, making and selling his
special puzzles. 

 

Ivan dedicated his life to serving others. In 1968, he was elected as Mason
County Treasurer, a position he held until 1973 when he was appointed as
Manager of the Mason County Road Commission. In 1976, the county board
asked Ivan to serve as Mason County Clerk, a position he would hold for the



next 27 years, retiring in 2003. Along with over 60 years of leading 4-H, Ivan
also served 25 years as Secretary of the West Michigan Fair Board, over 27
years on the Mason County District Library Board - most recently serving as
President, was a member of the Rotary Club of Ludington for over 50 years
serving as president in 1982 and 1986 and spent many years as a Rotary
STRIVE Mentor, was a member of the Michigan Association of County Clerks
where he served as President in 1980 and was awarded Clerk of the Year in
1988. Ivan and Betty were longtime members of St. Paul United Methodist
Church. 

 

Ivan was preceded in death by his parents Ernest and Matilda; his brother
Gerald Anthony; and his sister-in-law Trudy Anthony. He will be greatly missed
by his wife Betty; his son David and Michelle Anthony of Belmont; his
daughter Nancy and James Fife of Ludington; his grandchildren Evan (Sasha)
Estola, Brigette Estola, Abigail (Josh) Parrish, and Alexander Anthony; his
brother James Anthony of Hart; his sister-in-law Shirley Anthony of Pentwater;
several nieces, nephews, and cousins; and a host of great friends, club
members, and colleagues made over of lifetime of service. 

 

A ceremony to honor and remember the life of Ivan Anthony will be held at
1:00 pm on Friday, July 12 at St. Paul United Methodist Church with his friend
and former pastor, Rev. Jon Pohl officiating. Friends may meet with Ivan’s
family on Thursday evening, July 11 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm, and on Friday
morning from 10:00 am until 12:00 noon all at St. Paul’s church. Those who
wish to remember Ivan with a memorial donation are asked to please consider
St. Paul United Methodist Church, or Mason County 4-H.



Cemetery Details

Summit Township - South Cemetery

4879 Deren Road
Ludington, MI 49431

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 11. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

St. Paul United Methodist Church
3212 West Kinney Road
Ludington, MI 49431

Visitation

JUL 12. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

St. Paul United Methodist Church
3212 West Kinney Road
Ludington, MI 49431

Celebration of Life Service

JUL 12. 1:00 PM (ET)

St. Paul United Methodist Church
3212 West Kinney Road
Ludington, MI 49431
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EvaLee Agens-Ruschkewicz - July 12, 2024 at 10:48 AM

Gary and I always enjoyed our get togethers at Sunday brunch. Ivan
was so interesting. A life well lived. We miss him and send our
prayers to Betty, Nancy and David.

TERRY S. WILLIAMS - June 20, 2024 at 02:31 PM

TERRY S. WILLIAMS sent a virtual gift in
memory of Ivan James Anthony

Marie Frances - June 20, 2024 at 11:22 AM

Blessings of comfort at this sorrowful time...

Doug & Lois Stroud - June 20, 2024 at 09:10 AM

Doug & Lois Stroud planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ivan James
Anthony.
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June 20, 2024 at 09:10 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Ivan James Anthony.

Rogene and Rich Lathouwers - June 20, 2024 at 08:22 AM

He was always,Mr. Anthony to me. Respect, admiration and
sincerely caring for the people and jobs he was privileged to do. He
empowered the room with his quietness and kindness. 
I will miss your physical presence, but know you are so welcome
where you are

https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

