
Walter J. Reed
February 6, 1947 - September 6, 2022

Walter John Reed age 75 of Custer passed away on Tuesday, September 6,
2022. Walter was born on February 6, 1947 in Detroit, the son of Frank C. and
Barbara M. (Ponsock) Reed and grew up in the Thompsonville area of Benzie
county. Walter served his country during the Vietnam Conflict with the United
States Army and upon his discharge, worked for Grand Traverse Construction
Company building hospitals and schools all over Michigan. On March 29,
2006, he married Sheri (Pleiness) Berndt in Las Vegas, whom he met while
they were both members of the Custer Boot Scooters. Walter enjoyed Line
Dancing with Sheri and in his retirement kept busy helping Bruce Riffle on his
farm, working in the fields and putting his construction skills to use by adding
onto the main barn. 

Walter was preceded in death by his parents and his brother Frank. Along with
his wife Sheri, Walter will be greatly missed by his children Amy (Marvin)
Jones of Thompsonville, Walter (Michelle) Reed Jr. of Spring Lake, Lisa Reed
of Traverse City, Steven Reed of Thompsonville, Julie (Kent) Knudsen of
Ludington, Gary Berndt of Custer, and Peter Berndt of Scottsdale, AZ. He will
also be missed by several grandchildren; his brothers Joe Reed of Grant and
David (Linda) Reed of Traverse City; his sister Barb (Larry) Schneider of San
Antonio, TX; his father-in-law Harlan Pleiness of Custer; his brothers-in-law
Barry (Kathy) Pleiness of Scottville, and Dale (Julie) Pleiness of Ludington,
along with many nieces and nephews. 



Funeral services will be held for Walter at 11:00 am on Saturday, September
10 at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Scottville with Rev. Kenneth Williamson
officiating. Burial with Honor Guard rites performed by the American Legion
Post 76 and the United States Army will take place at Center Riverton
Cemetery. Friends may greet Walter’s family during a time of visitation on
Saturday morning from 10:00 am until time of services at the church. Those
who wish to remember Walter with a memorial donation are asked to please
consider the Our Savior Lutheran Church Flag Pole fund, or to his family.



Cemetery Details

Center Riverton Cemetery

2200 West Hawley Road
Ludington, MI 49431

Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
765 West US Highway 10
Scottville, MI 49454

Funeral Ceremony

SEP 10. 11:00 AM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
765 West US Highway 10
Scottville, MI 49454

Graveside Service

SEP 10. 2:00 PM (ET)

Center Riverton Cemetery
2200 West Hawley Road
Ludington, MI 49431
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TERRY S. WILLIAMS - September 14, 2022 at 07:20 PM

TERRY S. WILLIAMS lit a candle in memory
of Walter J. Reed

September 09, 2022 at 08:06 AM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Walter J. Reed.

September 09, 2022 at 03:20 AM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White was
purchased for the family of Walter J. Reed.

RODNEY/TAMMY REED AND FAMILY - September 07, 2022 at
08:09 PM

RODNEY/TAMMY REED AND FAMILY
purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lav
ender and White for the family of Walter J. Reed.

https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4329&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4329&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wymanfuneralservice.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


BS Walter was a big brother to me. In Garden City,MI we lived at 7726
Perrin Road. Across the road from our house was a farmer whose
name was Walt. He would plant a field of corn each year about 10
acres and make corn stalk tepees in the field in the fall. Walt had
some buildings down the road where he lived and had cows that
would graze in a small pasture next to the golf course. My brothers
and I would spend many hours outside in the pasture and find golf
balls and explore. In winter, we would make snow people in our
front yard. One year Walter made a tall snow man that sat on the
ground. Sometimes we would have snow ball fights. Our dad would
make rope with the boy scouts. He put up a rope on two maple
trees on the side and backyard. We have a photo of my brothers
and I hanging by our hands and legs the length of the rope on a
sunny afternoon in the summer. There was a mature elm tree in our
front yard and our dad made a rope seat that he put over one of the
higher branches of the elm tree. My dad pulled my brother David
and then me up to the branch of the tree. It was amazing to see the
buildings, trees and neighborhoods around our house. Growing up
we would play hide-and-seek in the dark basement. You had to be
careful to not step your foot in the sump pump water! Also, Walter
would play cards with us in the living room on the floor. We would
play card games or build towers with the cards. 
Walter and my brothers had bikes to deliver newspapers to people
in the neighborhood. When the weather was bad, our dad would
help drive my brothers to deliver paper. I had a large tricycle that I
would ride up and down the road. 

 My mom had a garden in the back yard. She had vegetables, many
kinds of iris and she also raised rabbits. On the side of the yard she
had many tulips in different colors. My dad had made a 3
compartment cage off the ground for mom for the rabbits. The
female rabbits had babies and were so soft and cute to hold. My
mom would sell baby rabbits for Easter. One year I remember a
woman who wanted the bunnies to be colored. My mom did not
want to do that. 

 My dad liked to go fishing and would clean the fish in front of the
garage in the backyard. He would cut open the fish and take out the



Barbara M Schneider - September 07, 2022 at 10:38 AM

guts. The last thing he would take off the scales. He liked cooking
the fish. I think my brother Joe had a love of fishing because my dad
liked it. 

 My parents liked to go tent camping with us when we were
younger.We would go to the upper peninsula and cook meals on the
fire or camp stove. Sometimes we would get smoked whitefish to
eat. Some times we would go to a lake in the winter and climb on
ice chunks and explore the frozen water. I saw a photo where I was
in my woolen winter clothes and laying on a ice chunk looking like a
seal resting. 
We had many good memories growing up and having brothers
allowed me to grow up as a tom-boy. I liked doing outdoor activities
with my brothers.I will miss my brother Walter and know that he is
resting in peace. 

 Barbara Schneider


